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THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

OF 

NORMAN  CROSS. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  Report  of  the 
Death  Rate,  State  of  Health,  and  Sanitary  Condition 
of  your  District  for  the  year  1897. 

At  the  request  of  Dr.  Wilde,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  County  of  Huntingdon,  my  Report  is 
drawn  up  under  the  following  headings 

1st  .—Prevalency  of  Disease, 

Deaths.— Table  A  shows  that  the  mortality  from 
all  causes  amounts  to  152,  equal  to  16*8  per  thousand, 
estimating  the  population  to  have  increased  from  7,543 
(census  of  1891)  to  9,000  in  Midsummer,  1897. 

Births.— Dor  the  same  period  the  births  amount  to 
253,  equal  to  28*1  per  thousand. 


Table  A  indicates  that  out  of 

152 

deaths 

39  occurred 

under  1  year 

23  „ 

from  1  to  5  years 

2  „ 

,,  5  to  15 

>» 

rr 

< 

„  15  to  ,25 

30 

,,  25  to  65 

31  j ) 

„  65  upwards 

And  the  cause  of 

Death  to  be 

as 

follows  : 

Scarlatina 

» • «  » •  * 

•  • « 

2 

Measles 

•  *  •  •  *  • 

11 

Diarrhoea 

e  •  •  •  •  • 

eft* 

6 

Phthisis 

8 

Bronchitis  and 

Pneumonia 

ft  ft  ft 

30 

Heart  Disease 

•  •  •  •  «  • 

11 

Injuries 

*  ft  ft  ft  •  • 

ft  ft  ft 

4 

Cancer 

•  ft  •  ft  •  ft 

10 

Other  Causes 

•  •  •  •  Cl  ft 

•  ft  ft 

70 

The  mortality  is  considerably  higher  than  it  was 
last  year,  and  is  accounted  for  chiefly  by  the  unusually 
large  number  of  old  people  (51  above  65  years)  and 
infants  (30  under  1  year)  who  have  died. 
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It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  in  the  Western 
Division  of  Stilton  District  21  out  of  23  deaths  were 
those  of  old  people,  the  average  age  being  over  73  years. 

There  is  a  considerable  diminution  in  the  number 
of  infections  diseases  notified  to  me  this  year.  This  is 
due  for  the  most  part  to  the  disappearance  in  several 
localities,  and  abatement  in  others,  of  Scarlatina. 


The  comparatively  large  number  reported  from 
Stanground  (26)  and  Eletton  (10)  calls  for  your 
attention  in  connection  with  the  unsatisfactory  nature 
of  the  drainage  and  disposal  of  the  sewage  in  these 
parishes. 

During  the  year  60  cases  of  notifiable  infectious 
disease  were  reported  to  me. 


Of  these  cases  31  were  Scarlatina, 

15  Erysipelas, 

11  ,,  Diphtheria, 

3  ,,  Typhoid  Eever, 

1  ,,  Puerperal  Eever. 


LOCALITIES  OF  OUTBREAK. 


Alwalton 
Fletton  Rural... 
Farcet  ... 

Glatton 
Holme  ... 

Stilton  ... 
Stanground 
Wood&tone  Rural 
Yaxley... 


1 

10 

4 

0 

0 

1 

26 

7 

11 


cases. 
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2nd. — Means  of  Prevention  of  Infectious  Disease. 

So  far  as  notifiable  diseases  are  concerned,  the 
houses  where  outbreaks  occur  are  visited  and  dis¬ 
infected  ;  the  patients  are  isolated  as  much  as  possible, 
and  their  discharges  buried,  burned,  or  disinfected. 
While  the  disease  lasts  no  child  of  the  family  is 
permitted  to  attend  school. 

All  cases  of  unnotifiable  infectious  disease  coming 
under  my  observation  are  dealt  with  in  like  manner, 
but  many  cases  of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Influenza, 
&c.,  occur  in  the  District  without  the  attention  of 
myself  or  other  medical  man  being  called  to  them. 


§ 

The  Council  have  an  Agreement  with  the  Town 
Council  of  Peterborough  for  use  of  their  Cottage 
Hospital  for  cases  of  Smallpox  if  required. 

3rd.— Water  Supply. 

The  Water  Supply  of  the  District,  as  a  rule,  is  satis¬ 
factory.  It  is  chiefly  from  public  and  private  wells. 

Parts  of  Fletton  and  Stanground  are  supplied  from 
the  Peterborough  Corporation  Water  Mains,  and  the 
Council  are  now  contemplating  the  extension  of  the 
Water  Mains  in  Fletton. 

The  supply  at  Holme  is  not  satisfactory. 

The  public  well  at  Morborne  is  defective,  and  should 
be  cleaned  and  deepened. 

4th  — Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Stilton,  Yaxley,  and  Parcet  have  sewers  running 
through  their  main  streets. 

The  main  drain  of  Stilton  discharges  into  a  stream 
which  flows  towards  Yaxley,  and  enters  the  liver  at  the 
west  end  of  that  town.  In  dry,  hot  weather  the  stream 
is  objectionable  from  disagreeable  effluvia. 

The  main  drain  in  Yaxley  discharges  through 
several  branches  into  the  river. 

Many  complaints  are  made  of  unpleasant  smells 
from  the  main  drain.  The  cause  seems  to  be  insufficient 
flushing,  and  the  fact  that  in  the  high  street  it  is  almost 
level.  It  seems  most  objectionable  in  the  proximity  of 
the  Girls’  School. 

In  Farcet  the  drains  also  discharge  into  the  river. 
The  village,  however,  rising  as  it  does  from  the  river 
side,  is  well  situated  for  effective  drainage. 

You  are  all  aware  of  the  state  of  matters  in  Fletton 
and  Stanground.  Considering  that  the  Corporation  of 
Peterborough  have  refused  to  deal  with  the  sewage  of 
Fletton,  and  as  the  sewage  of  Woodstone,  Fletton,  and 
Stanground  could  be  more  economically  and  effectively 
disposed  of  collectively,  it  behoves  your  Board  to  carry 
through  One  Grand  Sewerage  Scheme  worthy  of  the  enter¬ 
prise  and  future  prospects  of  the  district. 
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5th. — Removal  of  Refuse. 

This  is  fairly  well  attended  to  throughout  the 
district.  The  road  scrapings  should,  however,  be  more 
systematically  and  regularly  removed.  Sometimes  they 
are  allowed  to  remain  for  several  weeks  to  the  danger 
and  discomfort  of  all.  This  has  been  particularly  com¬ 
plained  of  in  Yaxley. 

6th  — Pollution  of  Streams  and  Watercourses. 

It  is  the  general  rule  in  your  district  for  the  sewage 
to  be  discharged  into  the  nearest  stream. 

To  pass  the  sewage  through  filter  beds  before  enter¬ 
ing  streams  would  entail  a  very  considerable  expense, 
and  would  require  constant  attention  to  prove  effective. 

Should  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act  be 
insisted  on,  some  other  mode  of  disposing  of  the  sewage 
must  be  entertained. 

7th — Premises  Regulated  by  Sanitary  Authorities 

This  is  only  done  in  a  general  way. 

Sth. — House  Sanitation. 

As  a  general  rule  this  is  fairly  satisftctory. 

Your  late  resolution  that  there  should  be  at  least 
one  closet  to  every  house  is  an  excellent  one,  and  if 
strictly  carried  out  must  prove  beneficial  to  the  whole 
community. 

a/ 

9th. — Adoption  of  Permissive  Acts  and  Bye-laws. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  is  carefully  carried 
out  by  the  medical  men  of  the  district.  Prequently 
the  notification  papers  are  accompanied  by  letters  when 
unusually  dangerous  cases  occur. 

I  understand  bye-laws  have  been  adopted  by  your 
Board,  and  have  been  submitted  to  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  for  approval. 

It  is  highly  essential  that  the  new  streets  now  form¬ 
ing,  and  the  large  number  of  new  houses  being  built  at 
present  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Brickaries,  should  be 
supervised  as  to  the  modern  requirements  of  sanitation. 
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Your  attention  should  be  again  directed  to  the 
danger  attending  the  present  mode  of  storing  road 
metal.  Heaps  of  stones  are  laid  down  at  intervals  of 
about  50  yards,  in  close  proximity  to  the  hard  road,  and 
remain  there  all  winter  to  the  danger  of  all  who  drive, 
ride,  or  cycle. 

Depots  half-a-mile  apart  might  be  constructed  at 
little  cost  where  the  stones  may  be  stored  out  of  the 
way  of  the  public  until  required. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  glad  to  report  that  very  few 
cases  of  Notifiable  Disease  have  been  reported  so  far  as 
the  New  Year  has  gone.  With  the  exception  of  a  few 
cases  of  Influenza  and  Whooping  Cough  there  is,  con¬ 
sidering  the  time,  a  very  fair  bill  of  health. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  A.  ROBERTSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Stilton,  12th  February,  1898. 
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Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children 

under  Five  Years  of  Age. 
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New  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each  Locality, coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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